
 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

We Are Our Brothers' Keeper 



1 
 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH | Lodi, California 

September 20, 2020  

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by 

the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness given to us. If you would like to 

learn more about our church, please speak with our pastor or one of our members after 

the service. 

- Bathrooms are located in the fellowship hall. A changing table is located in the 

women’s bathroom.  

- A worship monitor is to the right as you exit. We encourage children of all ages to 

participate in our worship. Please don’t be afraid to bring them into the service. We 

have a nursery room with toys, books, and other items that you can use to help calm 

your child.  

WORSHIP THEME  

Human nature tells us to mind our own business, but God tells us we have an obligation 
to be our brothers’ keeper. God made Ezekiel a “watchman,” to point out sin and to call 
sinners to repentance (First Lesson). Jesus also calls his Church to be a “watchman,” to 
lovingly and nonjudgmentally call sin, sin, so that all may repent and find forgiveness in 
Christ (Gospel). It is Christ’s will that his people love one another enough to warn each 
other against sin, that we may also comfort one another with the Gospel of Christ’s 
forgiveness. This is the ministry of the Keys, and this is being our brothers’ keeper. 

 

 

The Service of the Word and Sacrament  

The high and holy worship of God is faith in Jesus Christ. Such faith is created and 

sustained by God’s service to us (the German, “Gottesdienst,” “God/Divine Service). 

In the Divine Service, the Lord comes to us in His Word and Sacrament to bless and 

enliven us with His gifts. The Service is not something we do for God, but His service to us received in faith. 

The liturgy is God’s work. He gives, we receive. 
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HYMN 235 Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him 
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INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with 

humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our 

sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 

sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 

and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 

his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy 

Spirit.   

C: Amen 

  

From God’s Word we 

know that wherever 

God puts His name, 

there He is to bless. In 

the Old Testament the 

temple was the place 

where God graciously 

caused His name to be 

present (1 Kings 8:27-

30).  

God has put His name 

—Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit—on us in 

Holy Baptism. The 

Divine Service begins 

with the Invocation, the 

words spoken over us at 

our baptisms. Every 

Divine Service is for the 

hallowing of the Lord’s 

name, which the Small 

Catechism reminds us 

is done “when the 

Word of God is taught 

in its truth and purity, 

and we, as the children 

of God, also lead holy 

lives according to it” 

(Matthew 28:18-20). 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your 

gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from 

your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of 

Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for 

those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your 

power and keep us in your tender care: 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy 

of praise.  

  

The shorter repeated 

expressions in the 

liturgy are excellent 

ways for young children 

to participate in the 

worship service. Help 

children watch for and 

join in phrases like, 

“Lord, have mercy,” 

“Amen,” and 

“Alleluia.”  
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O LORD, OUR LORD 
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The Service of the Word  

Having just received absolution for their sins, believers now gather around the Word of  

God to find encouragement and peace for their lives on earth. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

  O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, your humble servants, your holy 

inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by your 

merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, you Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 

 

 



7 
 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 33:7-9 

God desires to save the wicked. That’s why God set Ezekiel and all of his children to watch over each other’s 

souls. We must preach the law to those who are disobedient and the gospel to those who despair.  
 7 “As for you, son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of 

Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, give them a warning from me. 8 If I say to 

the wicked, ‘Wicked one, you will surely die,’ but you do not speak out to warn him 

about his way, that wicked person will die for his iniquity, yet I will hold you responsible 

for his blood. 9 But if you warn a wicked person to turn from his way and he doesn’t turn 

from it, he will die for his iniquity, but you will have rescued yourself. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 51a  

 
Have mercy on me, O God,  

 according to your unfailing love. 

Wash away all my iniquity, 

 and cleanse me from all sin. 

For I know my transgressions, 

 and my sin is always before me. 

Refrain 

Against you, you only, have I sinned 

 and done what is evil in your sight.  

Surely I was sinful at birth,  

 sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

Hide your face from my sins, 

 and blot out all my iniquity.  
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Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

 and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Refrain 

 

SECOND LESSON Romans 13:1-10 

Because of God's unconditional love for us, we who believe in Christ have a joyful debt of love to our neighbor. 

This includes our government authorities. We owe them taxes, revenues, honor, and respect because they are 

established by God and serve as God's agents by punishing evildoers and protecting law-abiding citizens. 

Let everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority except 

from God, and the authorities that exist are instituted by God. 2 So then, the one who 

resists the authority is opposing God’s command, and those who oppose it will bring 

judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do 

you want to be unafraid of the one in authority? Do what is good, and you will have its 

approval. 4 For it is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because 

it does not carry the sword for no reason. For it is God’s servant, an avenger that brings 

wrath on the one who does wrong. 5 Therefore, you must submit, not only because of 

wrath but also because of your conscience. 6 And for this reason you pay taxes, since the 

authorities are God’s servants, continually attending to these tasks.[a] 7 Pay your 

obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, 

respect to those you owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor. 
8 Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, Do not commit adultery; do not 

murder; do not steal;[b] do not covet;[c] and any other commandment, are summed up 

by this commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself.[d] 10 Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor. Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law. 

VERSE OF THE DAY  Philippians 4:4  

Alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Alleluia. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-28257a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-28260b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-28260c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-28260d
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THE GOSPEL  Matthew 18:1-20 

Jesus spared no pain to find the lost. The church makes diligent use of God’s law and gospel in calling sinners 

to repentance. The church speaks with Christ's full authority when it declares God's judgment upon the 

impenitent sinner and pronounces full forgiveness to the penitent sinner. 

 At that time[a] the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “So who is greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a small child and had him stand among them. 3 “Truly I 

tell you,” he said, “unless you turn and become like little children, you will never enter 

the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child—this one is 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes[b] one child like this in 

my name welcomes me. 
6 “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to fall away—it 

would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were 

drowned in the depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of offenses. For offenses 

will inevitably come, but woe to that person by whom the offense comes. 8 If your hand 

or your foot causes you to fall away, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to 

enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into the 

eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to fall away, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23728a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23732b
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better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into 

hellfire.[c] 
10 “See to it that you don’t despise one of these little ones, because I tell you that in 

heaven their angels continually view the face of my Father in heaven.[d] 12 What do you 

think? If someone has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, won’t he leave the 

ninety-nine on the hillside and go and search for the stray? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell 

you, he rejoices over that sheep[e] more than over the ninety-nine that did not go 

astray. 14 In the same way, it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these 

little ones perish. 
15 “If your brother sins against you,[f] go tell him his fault, between you and him 

alone. If he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 But if he won’t listen, take one 

or two others with you, so that by the testimony[g] of two or three witnesses every 

fact may be established.[h] 17 If he doesn’t pay attention to them, tell the church.[i] If he 

doesn’t pay attention even to the church, let him be like a Gentile and a tax collector to 

you. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will have been bound[j] in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will have been loosed[k] in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if 

two of you on earth agree about any matter that you[l] pray for, it will be done for 

you[m] by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in my 

name, I am there among them.” 

M  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 304 Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23736c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23737d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23739e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23741f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23742g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23742h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23743i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23744j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23744k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23745l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A1-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23745m
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SERMON  

Having heard the Word of God, we confess our faith in His name. The creed is our saying back to God what 

He has first said to us. In the Creed we acclaim the truth of the triune God and His work of salvation 

accomplished for us in His incarnate Son, Jesus Christ. 

NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God,  Dt. 6:4 

the Father, the Almighty,  2 Cor. 6:18 

maker of heaven and earth, Is. 51:13 

of all that is, seen and unseen. Col. 1:16 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 1 Cor 8:6 

the only Son of God, Jn. 3:16 

eternally begotten of the Father, Heb. 1:2,5 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  Jn. 1 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Jn. 10:30 

  Through him all things were made.  Jn. 1:3 

  For us and for our salvation,  1 Th. 5:9 

he came down from heaven,  Jn. 6:38 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  Lk. 1:35 

and became fully human.  Gal. 4:4 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  Mk. 15:15 

He suffered death and was buried.  1 Cor. 15:3-4a 

On the third day he rose again in accordance  

   with the Scriptures.  1 Cor. 15:4b 

He ascended into heaven  Ac. 2:33-34 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  Heb. 1:13 

  He will come again in glory  Mt. 25:31 

to judge the living and the dead,  2 Tim. 4:1 

and his kingdom will have no end. Lk. 1:33 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  Job 33:4 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  Jn. 15:26 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  Jn. 4:24 

is worshiped and glorified,   

The Nicene Creed 

is the great 

Confession of the 

Christian faith 

professed by 

all Christians. 

The Creed 

originated at the 

First Council of 

Nicaea (c. AD. 

325)  

The Creed itself 

was crafted as a 

confession of 

Scripture in 

opposition to the 

Arian heresy, 

which denied 

that the Lord 

Jesus and the 

Holy Spirit are 

God.  
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  who has spoken through the prophets.  2 Pet. 1:25 

 We believe in one holy Christian  Mt. 16:18; Eph. 2:19-20 

   and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. Eph. 4:5; Ac. 2:38 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  1 Cor. 15:21-22 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. Rev. 22 

 

OFFERING 

In response to God’s love and forgiveness, we give back a portion of what he has given us. The members 

of Christ Lutheran Church have joined to proclaim the gospel to this community. These offerings support 

that work. While our guests are welcome to participate, they should not feel obligated to do so.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: Almighty God, You invite us to die to sin each day through Baptism and to rise to life 
with You, through Your life-giving Son and Spirit.  

C: Knowing that You desire the repentance and conversion of all, cause us to 
rejoice in Your gifts and be witnesses of Your goodness, which welcomes every 
outcast and sinner into Your kingdom for the sake of Jesus.  

M: Almighty God, as You watch over Your Church and all Christians with Your angels, 
guard us from all evil.  

C: Grant that no temptation would cause us to leave the places where You deliver 
Your gifts of forgiveness: the altars, font, and pulpit where You make and keep 
us Your own.  

M: Almighty God, all authority that exists derives from You.  
C: Bless those whom You have placed into positions of authority, that by their work 

they might bring about justice, defend the helpless, punish evildoers and provide 
for the welfare of all people.  

M: Help us to see Your Word as a gift, so that when our family in Christ confronts us in 
our sin and calls us to repentance, we remember that they are being faithful to the great 
treasure you have given us.  

C: May we never take Your Word, the Church, or our brothers and sisters for 
granted. Keep us humble so that we are ready to listen to discipline and thankful 
for the forgiveness we have in Jesus.  

M: Almighty God, You have mercifully made us Your children through Baptism.  
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C: Because You desire to draw all people to Yourself through Your Word and 
Sacraments, use us, Your children, as lights to the world so that others may see 
our hope and desire to know You, our merciful Father.  

M: Almighty God, Your Son humbled Himself to the point of shameful death on the cross 
for our eternal good. Until the day of His return, You provide for all our needs of body 
and soul.  

C: In mercy, abide with those who suffer afflictions of mind or body, who suffer 
pain, sorrow, depression, anxiety, or other maladies.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  
Silent prayer.  
M: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom  

   and the power and the glory  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Service of the Sacrament  

This greeting marks a new service, so to speak. These ancient introductory words &  

phrases help to highlight, celebrate, and bring attention to the Sacrament. 
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M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing.  In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. Now have come the salvation and 

the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who 

sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever 

and ever: 

  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had  given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙  body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it all of you; this is my ✙  blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

PEACE OF THE LORD – Pax Domini John 20:19 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C:  Amen 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD – Agnus Dei John 1:29 

The Words of 

institution both 

proclaim the words of 

Jesus to the 

congregation and sets 

apart the bread and 

wine for the Lord’s 

Supper. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

Those who will be receiving Holy Communion today may wish to read Personal 

Preparation for Holy Communion, found on page 156 in the front section of the hymnal. 

This page helps us put into practice what the Bible encourages: “Everyone ought to examine 

themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)  

Christ Lutheran Church confesses and practices the Biblical teaching of a Close Communion. We ask 

that only members of the Wisconsin Synod [WELS] or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS] join us at 

the Lord’s Table. If you have questions concerning our communion practice, or would like to inquire about 

how you, too, can commune with us, please speak with the Pastor following the service. 
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THANK THE LORD 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may 

long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood 

the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 308 As Surely As I Live, God Said 
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